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March 16 
Lindbergh, Anne Morrow THE STEEP ASCENT Harcourt, Brace 
* The literature of flight has no more gifted contributor than Anne Morrow 


Lindbergh. To her has been given that rare quality of spiritual insight and the ability 
to translate it into words. Once again ~- in this novelette - she has successfully in- 
terpreted emotional experience in flight for her readers. More in the mood of her 
first books,- Listen, the Wind and North to the Orient —~ she has thinly veiled personal 
experience in the guise of fiction, and etched the pattern of flight over France, the 
Alps, Northern Italy in the story of a young couple, an English flier, and his wife, 
who is pregnant. One shares first the mother's last moment: doubts and regrets as she 
faces last things, particularly the last evening with her five year old son. Then the 
spurt of fear as delays are exaggerated in her imagination. The take-off, the binding 
of earth and sky as they circle over their home; across the Channel, over France - 
still at peace - and auddenly, the shatteringly beautiful experience of the Alps, where 
Eve, whose dread evaporates with the actuality faced, finds instead exhiliration, ex- 
altation, a deepened awareness of the meaning of life, - her own, her contact with the 
husband ‘who understands (rather than protects ~- a choice she had made herself), her 
oneness of life with the unborn child, a sharpening of all her senses. And then again, 
mounting fear, as they are blanketed in fog and cloud over Italy, and relief, as the 
plane drops gently to a reasonable ceiling - and safety. Anne Lindbergh is first of 
all a poet; her prose style has a rhythm tuned to the rhythm of flight. She is an 
aware, a sentient being - her symbolism opens itself to wide interpretation, applica- 
tion. But the immediate value and appeal of the book lies not there, but rather in the 
spiritual message it carries for each reader. $200 
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(Scheduled for April 17th, this is now indgfinite - a PS GREER book. If 
too long postponed, the report will be repeated.) The fourth and last volume of this 
brilliant revivifying of the story of Jacob and his sons, particularly of Joseph. This 
Yolume picks up where Joseph in Egypt stopped: Joseph has fallen from his high estate, 
on the charge of Potiphar; a prisoner of recognizdd status and worth, he is sent to 
work on presumably a pyramid, he becomes close friends with the head man and rises agai: 
to a position of trust. And then he is sent for by the Pharoah to interpret the dream 
of the fat kine and the lean, the full and empty ears. The prophecy and its fulfil- 
ment bring Joseph to the place of virtually first man in the kingdom. Mann goes less 
into the customs and trappings of the court than in the previous book, but more into 
the place the Pharoah occupies, the psychological and religious as well as the politic- 
al leadership. The story embroiders the Old Testament pattern and closes with the 
burial of Jacob ~ two civilizations meeting and merging ~ laying foundations that were 
significant from the 14th century B.C. on through history. Amenhotpe was Pharoah, boy- 
king and frail, still dependent on the queen mother. Joseph proves to be the supreme 
diplomat, ruling - and letting Pharoah feel still the ruler. Joseph is drawn in very 
human lines, an opportunist, but growing in experience and stature, blending in one ye 






two ways of thought and life. A beautiful piece of translation by H.T. pagrus nh 
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Above average dark horse possibilities 


The new Feuchtwanger, SIMONE, (Viking) will either flop or best sell ~ a gamble, but 

an interesting one; THE LAUGHTER OF MY FATHER by Carlos Bulosan (Harcourt) should fill 
the yawning gap in semi-humorous books; I liked Jane Morton's BLACKBIRDS ON THE LAWN 
(Coward, McCann); good woman's novel in MRS, APPLEGATE'S AFFAIR by F.F. Van Der Water 
(Duell, Sloan & Pearce); a distinctive book in Gladys Meyer's THE MAGIC CIRCLE (Knopf); 
good historical fiction in Robert Gessner's TREASON (Scribner). See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Fiction 
March 17 
Hinds, Gladys & Tate, Alberta Hinds HOWDY SOLDIERS! M.S. Mill 


Straight from corn - these letters from Lilly Belle to her hard-to~-hold 
soldier, Horner, which depend on their lack of grammar and their misspelling and old 
jokes for humor... Lilly Belle is not one to do solo waiting for guy's return, is al- 
ways catching up with some new gent, and then is burned up when Horner doesn't act as 
though he were hers alone. She writes of restaurants in which she has eaten, of a 
horse show, an art show, the Kentucky Derby, occurrences in a bank, a department store, 
at the movies, in a plane, at the launching of a ship. There are her attempts at war 
work, on a farm, in a defense plant, and finally her triumph at a U.S.0. Club. There 
is a trip to New York. A vain striving for the contagious humor of Dere Hable... 
Doesn't prove much of anything, $1.00 


March ??? 
Zistel, Rea ~ Editor A TREASURY OF CAT STORIES : Greenberg 


For cat lovers everywhere, this well~assemblad collection of some 25 tales 
of cats of all kinds, authored among others by Hilaire Belloc, Ernest Thompson Séton, 
Peggy Bacon, Saki, Mazo de la Roche, Walter de la Mare, P.G. Wodehouse, Mary E.W. Free- 
man, Emma Lindsay Squier, W. W. Jacobs, etc. From alley cats to purebreeds, the char- 
acteristics of the animals, their independence and interests are fully explored, and 
their relation to humans and the world around them is expanded in detail. Sone good 
tales...some humor... sentiment...and a full quota of feline personalities. Ill'd. by 


Peggy Bacon. $2.50 
so ae ee Lr é 
yuly 24 J CE PY, 
Feuchtwanger, Lion SIMONE 7 Viking 
ne A strange and rather hauntingly lovely tale, this story of a modern Joan 


of Arc. There are implications to the story which cut deeper than a mere outline of 
plot could indicate. Simone is a "poor relation", her uncle is fond of her because 

of his devotion to her dead father, brilliant and liberal scientist; her stepgrand- 
mother dislikes her and treats her as a servant; her uncles employees at the truck de- 
pot and gasoline station distrust and scoff, particularly Maurice, who is exempt from 
military duty because of his trucking services. Simone is caught up in the contagion 
of fear and realization of war when the refugees stream through, heading for unoccu- 
pied France. And in her day and night dreams, she relives the experiences of her id~- 
olized Joan, until she knows scarcely where her challenge begins and ends and merges 
with Joan's own pattern of life. She dares not face her fears that her uncle wili col- 
laborate; when the time comes she acts in his place, and sets fire to the trucking 
station. Then confused and terrified by her conflicting loyalties, her feeling that 
she should bear the burden of guilt, she refuses to accompany Maurice to unoccupied 
France, stays to face her accusers - and to be consigned to the dreaded reformatory. 
But she takes with her the knowledge that the villagers are behind her - that her 

deed has fired their resolve to resist the enemy from within. Beautifully and mov- 
ingly handled ~- a book that may catch the public imagination. Watch it! $2.50 
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April 10 


” 


Farrell, James T. TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN Vanguard 


Farrell addresses himself - in all his writings - "to whom it may concern", 
so his title for this collection of some dozen stories, written between 1929-1944, is. 
well named. Short and long, they provide further segments of the total design of Par~ 
rell's work. Here are the paradoxes, hypocrisies, contradictions of human behavior, 
the conditioning for decline and disorganization of city dwellers, the examination of 
economic strata, the objective observation of ego exploration ~ in tales of families, 
individuals, actors, writers, drinkers, politicians, the depression, the Catholic ver- 
sus the Jew, frustrations, children, and so on. From California to New York, Chicago 
to Brooklyn, from incidents of violence to those of tenderness. An actor on the skids; 
a writer justifying his procrastinations; a Sunday afternoon; a producer who never pro- 
duces; a youngster more than ready for Fascist activities; a highschooler unable to 
live up to his abilities; a child finding philosophy in the world in which he is grow- 
ing up; a worker meeting death; a united family whose members do not understand one 
another - all these and more contribute to his panels in the strategy of existence. One 
always feels in Farrell, underlying implications of social and ethical significance, 
character developed out of conditions. $2.50 


April 20 
Farnol, Jeffery THE KING LIVETH Douvleday, Doran 


An England harried by heathen Danes in 878, with King Alfred reported dead, 
and people and country open to penetration, forms the setting for this story in the 
usual Farnol style, with more substance than his recent work has evinced. Ranulph, 

Earl and Thane of the King, encounters Morwenna, the King's ward, protects her and 
finds his master. He joins Alfred to drive the pagans from England, collecting a loyal 
band, organizing raids and guerilla sorties. Alfred faces all dangers, demanding noth- 
ing of others he cannot do himself; he taunts the Danish leader, Guthrum, and leads him 
into a trap from which the English emerge victorious. Ranulph, saving Morwenna from a 
traitors’ stronghold, returns in time to be with Alfred at the rout of the Danes. Guth- 
rum becomes a Christian and is used by Alfred in uniting the country...Picture of Eng- 
land's legendary king, his real contributions towards saving his country through war- 


fare and education, and protecting her against invaders. $2.50 
Bulosan, Carlos THE LAUGHTER OF MY FATHER f Harcourt, Brace 
? In the vein of humor for which The New Yorker is justly renowned (examples,- 


My Sister, Eileen and Hyman Kaplan and others), here are exploits of a fabulous father, 
told against a Philippine setting as Simeon Sampayan's high spirited, low moraled activ- 
ities lead from triumphs to tragedies. He circumvents a rich neighbor in court; he 
builds a wine store for ex service menshe gives away his house to a nephew and alien- 
ates Marta, his wife; he wins Marta back again by staging his own funeral; he elects 

his brother president of the town; he legalizes his marriage at fifty odd; he is caught 
in flagrante delicto with the widow next door; he stakes his youngest son against a new 
house in a cock-fight; he is a reservoir of alcohol and a master of obscenity:~- all this 
and the love and law suits of his offspring and kin provide boisterous, bawdy moments. 

a new — and fresh comic spirit for a series of enterprises ranging from the lusty to 

the legendary. Good escape. $2.00 


Gordon, Virginia A MAN SHOULD REJOICE Westminster Press 


A sturdy readable novel of the opening of the prairies to settlers (Iowa in 
the 1830's) as Micheel and John's timorous Delia settle in isolated territory and build 
up, a community. Michael is the leader, a man of strength and deep convictions. He 
marries Nancy, whom he meets in eafly days there; they form an admirable partnership in 
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the guidance of the growing settlement, as Michael handles the uneasy relations with 
the Indians debauched and robbed by other whites, and Nancy acts as doctor and nurse 
in the homes around. Other settler problems enter the picture , - Delia's fears and 
pregnancies, the severe burns of her younger child, Joel, the minister's son who mar- 
ries a halfbreed and incurs the resentment of his spinster sister, etc. And at the 


close, Michael and Nancy realize their greatest hope in the birth of a son. Adequate. 
$2.75 


i April 21 


Ferrell, Elizabeth & Margaret FULL OF THY RICHES M.S. Mill 


A full-bodied novel of the American scene ~ the period during the Civil 

War, just as the new state of West Virginia is in it's birth pangs, and its inhabitants 
are writing industrial history in the new oil fields. The picture of the town mush- 
rooming around the wells, -with its quota of unsavory characters, with subplots involv— 
ing Copperhead activities, is extremely well done. ‘The main figures, perhaps, are stoc} 
characters,- Asia, lovely Philadelphia belle, married to a man much older than herself, 
Colonel Culpepper, whose life and fortune are dedicated to the building of the oil fu- 
ture. Into this marriage comes the handsome swaggering blade, Brian Kilpatrick, whe~ 
ther good or evil is hard to judge; in the end he throws off the cloak of sin and emer- 
ges in heroic stature. But the story is good reading; the plots and counterplots of 
traitors, fakers, crooks, dreamers and empire builders are convincingly woven into 

a pattern of living, with the war as counterpoint in the background, and at the end, 
the Colonel and Kilpatrick stand together to save the oil they love, and Asia realizes 
that, even with her husband's death, a new life with Kilpatrick again means that she 
takes second place. $2.75 
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April 24 


Morton, Jane BLACKBIRDS ON THE LAWN : Coward, McCann 


A thoroughly likeable first novel, written in perhaps an old tradition, 

but rather a relief, at that. The time is today - the setting, a Kentucky village, in 
which the two leading families have carried into the third generation the tradition of 
a feud. Linda Tarnol nurses her resentment, bitterness increased by her brother Hen- 
ry's determination to ignore the feud; Dagma Merril does not hesitate to cross the line 
to seek Henry as tutor to her invalid boy, and later - when her doctor son is in trouble 
over a threatened lawsuit, to send for Henry in consultation. Through the resolving 
of Dr. Martin's problem, Henry and Dagma are first drawn closer - then separated by 

the mystery of which she knows the tragic answer. And the village lines up - and at 
the close shows the real stuff of which Americans are made. The doctor is reenstated, 
in time to get his commission and Henry - with his sist21, Linda's death, has a chance 
to go back into his post as editor. A warmly human victuie of small town interplay of 
personalities. $2.50 











May 1 


Adams, Frank R. WHEN I COME BACK McBride 


A panel of a small town at war with typical people and problems in con- 
trast and conflict, and a presentable, if non-distinctive-handling thereof. There is 
Tim McKenzie, who owns Watertown, rules situations, and fails to rule his son, Homer. 
There is Velma Stone, a divorcee, engaged to marry Tim, and anxious to keep her son out 
of the army; there's the town drunk, and his daughter, Jeanne; there's Velma's ex—hus- 
band, busted out of the Army, now reappearing as topkick, determined to show Velma he 
had reformed. Full cast of characters, and fairish plot. ; $2.50 





























= 
4 
; 
H 
} 
{ 
} 


t 


je 


} 





March 1, 1944 Fiction « 208 ~ 
May $ 


Roberts, Cecil THE LABYRINTH Doubleday, Doran 


Lotg herée, for those who want it, as the Cretan campaign provides a martial. 
_ often bloody - backdrop for full romance. The book opens with an Italian idyll shortly 


after the last war, as Carlotta von Kleber, whe had married an Austrian dissolute whom 
shenornetheless loved, comes to Crete to eonduct a secret affaiy with an Englishman in 
order to give the von Klebers the heir they so wanted. She dies in achieving her aim, 
and the scene shifts to the present, with Sylvia Day, a young English nurse, in Crete, 
loved by three men, - Franz, Carlotta’s son, a Nazi pilot shot down there; Cesare, whom 
she had known before the war and who is killed flying fer the Italians, and Derek Whate 
ley, naval officer and English, whose leve she returns. Battle actions involve all of 
them. The island is taken by the Nazis, and the British are evacuated. Sylvia decides 
to stay on to nurse those who could not be moved, and eventually escapes, as Franz 
gives his life for hers....As to be expected, nothing too modern in Roberts’ handling; 
no undertones; but substantial fiction for sure rentals and some sales. (First Roberts 


on DD list} il $2.50 
May Fv 
Maclean, Catherine Macdonald FAREWELL TO THARRUS Macmillan 


Tale’s end for the Scottish farm, with Cordelia and the Master and their 
three evacuees still installed. After three years, Big Jock, Rab, his young brother, 
and Fife are the only ones left; they are thoroughly ensconced in the life of the farm 
and the hearts of the onners. There is the usual round of farm routine, the animals, 
neighbors, current happenings and excitements, which include the return of Cordelia'‘s 
sister, whose existence was in doubt after the Japanese defiance of the Allies; the 

«Boy Scout concert, fostered by the soldiers from overseas; the new school. There are 
feasts and their unpredictable results; there is Jock Fife's finding an "uncle"; Big 
Jock's return to the city, the calm acceptance of wartime difficulties, the happiness 
that surrounds all enveloped by Tharrus' charm. There are the characteristics the mar 
ked its predecessors (The Tharrus Three and Seven for Cordelia), ~ the flavor and qual- 
ity of Scattish ways and people, the love and spontaneity and enthusiasm. A good tril- 
ogy. $2.50 


May 10 \/ 
Yarborough, Charlotte Aiken INSURGENT SUMMER Harper 


Indirect, discreet and very delicate writing for a first novel of discord- 
ances in human relationship, and a book which, if not important, offers charm and grace, 
The family house on the Bay of Fundy as setting for the confliots of the Fannings:-Guy, 
cold, tyrannical, driving, demanding the subservience of his wife, Doris, his sister, 
Judith, his ten year old son, Michael, Under the persuasive charm of Sherbrooke, whom 
they had known from childhood, Doris and Judith rebel, and the crisis comes to a head 
when Michael runs away and is drowned. Doris makes a final break, and Judith and Sher- 
brooke elope. Graceful evocation of atmesphere and personal mood ~ an appealing story. 
Contemporary. $2.50 Vv 


Lewis, Cecil PATHFINDERS ' Morrow 


: Fishermen in the waters off the British Isles run foul of something, and it 
turns out to be not a mine, but a gunner’s turret and fuselage of a Wellington bomber.. 
At the close of the story, P for Pathfinder sinks within sight of the English coast, all 
in her dead but the dying pilot, Hugh, and the navigator, Tom. The story between is the 
story of the bomber's flight; and the stories of her crew. With one exception, the 
tales are extraordinarily holding, sharply etched gems of men and backgrounds ~- an Em- 
pire story, as New Zealand, Canada, cockney London, Jew, county, American of mixed 
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ancestry, are represented. Class-locale-problems, solved and unsolved, to which they'd 
go back, had they survived. There's Nobby*Bligh, rear gunner, San Dollar, front gun- 
ner; Peter Morelli, flying officer; Cookson, navigator; Lukin, wireless operator - all 
vital figures, credible and individually significant. Only Hugh Thornly, the pilot, 

emerges as a type, rather than a personality, whose conversion from the defeatist bred 
by the English into one of the stalwart true sons, is told through dialogues extolling 
and decrying theories and positions. As a man he never comes to life. An interesting 








See 


job ~ in the Lighthouse genre. 1% $2.50 
May 
Van Der Water, F.F. MRS. APPLEGATE'S AFFAIR Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


Nice blend of woman and family story, with Lucy - as pleasantly introspec- 
tive as our favorite character in Spring fiction, Mrs. Willard ~ providing in her 
troubles early Summer reading entertainment. Sweet-sharp novel of marital relaxation, 
as Lucy ventures on a sabbatical from her husband, Harrison, working in Washington, 
Lucy, in New England, with her son Ashley and her sister Muriel, is ready for excite- 
ment ~ which comes first in the form of a puppy. Lucy's impetuousness brings on a 
picnic with neighbors and Mrs. Starkweather's group, which ends in an embarrassing af- 
fair, circumvented by a dose of eavesdropping, gossip and her own observations ~- with : 
honors to her. Dick, on secret mission, hasn't the time for Muriel she would like, but 
brings her around with the help of Lucy and the puppy, once he has apprehended the sab-— 
oteur he was after. And Ashley, after a brief side excursion in romance, comes back 
to his boyhood love, Barb, and Lucy to her own husband. Pleasant interlude. - $2.50 L~ 


Late Comers 


CONTEMPORARY CHINESE STORIES Cobadlids “wadsibesen 
TRADITIONAL CHINESE TALES 


The first is a collection of modern short stories which with modulated 
realism, occasional satire and irony, give a picture of China today, the onus of rit- 
ual and superstition and tradition, the advances of youth against ignorance. Most of 
them are concerned with conflict between generations; one with today's battlefield. 

A collection based on literary merit ~- a key to our ally in the Far East.....The sec- 
ond volume contains the classical and vernacular tales in chronological order, from 
the fifth century to the 16th. Here are stories of the unearthly, of incident, romance, 
adventure, of magic and gods. Twenty stories that present a facet of Chinese civiliza- 
tion and make an anthology of interest primarily to students. Check — for example - 


Wang, Chi-Chen-Transl. by 








your market on Monkey. Each $2.75 
Meyer, Gladys THE MAGIC CIRCLE | Knopf 
* An individual, integrated novel of two women ~ a holding story of personal 


disturbance set against the unrest of the century. The story follows the lives of two 
girls, first at school and college in America, then graduate study in Germany before 
Hitler, where they identified themselves with a leftish group. Katsie, 2 professor's 
daughter, had always been impulsive, independent, secure; in a madcap moment she mar- 
ries a fellow student, Mide, and splits on the question of returning to America. Alex, 
rootless, rich, falls in love with a professor who leaves her directionless when he 
terminates the affair. She returns to America with Katsie, and under the influence of 
a priest, enters a Carmelite order. Then Katsie, back with Mike, recognizes Alex' de- 
feat and the waste of a life. There is depth to the writing and characterization. 
Distinctive but limited. (3/13) $2.50 


Gessner, Robert TREASON Scribbner 





Robust recreation of an always fascinating episode of the American Revolu- 
tion-the story of Benedict Arnold-told through the experiences of his aide, Matthew 
Clarkson. Disheartened, i111, when New York is seized hy the British, Matt is nursed back 
to health by rebel Sally Cornell, daughter of a Tory, who loves Matt. Then Matt is as- 
signed to Arnold as aide; his early doubts swerve to blind allegiance as Arnold's bold 
bluffs, brilliant strategy, indomitable spirit, delusions of grandeur and ambition 
carry him headlong to ultimate betrayal. Only then does Matt yield to the truth. With 
pace and parallels for today ~ a satisfying story, (3/13) $2.75 
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MYSTERIES, WESTERNS AND THRILLERS 
March 1 


Hill, Katherine DEAR DEAD MOTHER-IN-LAW Dutton 


Scatterbrained, suburban opus as a mother-in-law to end all mothers-—in-law 


is ended, and Walter, her son by marriage, is held as prime suspect. Mrs. Donahue, 
local widow and realtor, decides to exonerate Walter by carrying the investigation 


further and gets a culprit of sorts. Tiresome. $2.00 
March 17 
Colter, Eli THE GULL COVE MURDERS Me Se Mill 


"Square dick" Patrick Campbell of Los Angeles County enmeshed in household 
homicides as the family history and current scandals of the Wolfskill menage bring mur- 
der in their wake. Trying to protect a man, wrongly jailed for murder, Campbell 


Sleuths out disappearances, family skeletons, and catches his killer. Run of-the Mill. 
$2.00 


Branson, H.C. CASE OF THE GIANT KILLER Simon & Schuster 
Imperturbable, implacable investigator Bent called in on the complicated 


case of Pickett and Hogan, their financial and marital discrepancies, and their dis-— 
eases. Systematic sleuthing by Bent into the business and personal past of the firm- 


and its members ~ leads to a satisfying conclusion. Well done, $2.00 
April 13 
Hopkins, Stanley Jr. THE PARCHMENT KEY Harcourt, Brace 


You'll like re-meeting the Marrells (see Murder by Inches, 1943). Peter 
now a private, and Angie, spend a furlough, which should have been a twosome, involved 
in a Long Island mystery which linked their good friends, the Danvers, with the poison-— 
ing of a Great Dane champion, a ghost, a very very juvenile delinquent, a mystery cot- 
tage, and the anomalous inter relations of the members of the Stanford family. Good 
entertainment, with fair chances for the reader and a plush setting. $2.00 


April 20 
Dean, Elizabeth MURDER A MILE HIGH Doubleday, Doran 


' Femininely entertaining account of Emma Marsh’ solo sleuthing at Golden Cit 


. Colorado, during the Opera Festival. That she is successfully sidestepped by wily, old 


wealthy tycoon Weatherbee, that she pursues enemy agents, that she finds a hidden radic 
and that two murders cause her to hop skip and jump in her theorizing, are all part of 


@ very complicated setup from which she outs triumphantly. $2.00 
April ?? 
Dannett, Sylvia Ge Led Bennett, Edwin DEFY THE TEMPEST Messner 


With a small margin outside the thriller class, edging on the market of 
of Rebecca and Uninvited, this is a horror story in which atmosphere is so well estab- 
lished that only in retrospect does the solution seem inadequate. The setting is a 
girls' school in a lonely spot on the New England coast; the students are all orphans, 
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with money the key to indulgence and rule breaking and favoritism. The staff are most 
of them linked by blood to the Meredith who established the school with strange claus- 
es in his will, by which income from his fortune plus income from the school tied all 
his family together, dominated by the daughter with a power-money drive. Suicide 
which proves to have been murder, the deliberate doping of the girls to no end other 
than horror, an attempt to get rid of the new teacher, connivance on the part of a 
phony psychoanalyst, and a solution arrived at by persistent curiosity, prying, and 
fear-ridden courage proves in the final analysis that ‘the dead girl was the illegiti- 
mate daughter of the housekeeper (consigned to a mental hospital) and the arbiter of 
of all their grimly linked fates. Her half-sister was determined to dispose of all 
conflicting claims, and to secure one co-heir as a husband. Elaborate build-up, with 


rather a letdown in the finale. $2.50 
May 5 


MacDonald, William Colt THE THREE MESQUITEERS Doubleday, Doran 


Tucson Smith, Stony Brooke, Lullaby Joslin riding again - and repeating 
their act of being three interfering hombres. A gang out to sneak up on innocent 
ranchholders is given their comeuppance as the three protect Molly from vengeance she 
is due to get, and ferret out the secret of the gang’s activities. Law and order is 


restored with a bang in this hoss opera with plenty of hoss laig action. $2.00 
May 8 

Eberhart, Mignon ESCAPE THE NIGHT Random House 

* A holding story of mounting tension, shifting suspects, and multiple mur- 


der provoked by Amanda Condit, obsessed by her own fascination for all men and up to 
no good. The return of her "little sister", now grown up, sets things off, three kil- 
lings and the wreckage of a man's life work. Always Sissy is involved, apparently, 
and Amanda does not hesitate to point it out until Amanda too is killed, and the mur- 


derer gives up. Once again, a polished performance for her wide audience. $2.00 
May 11 
Hoster, Grace TRIAL BY MURDER Farrar & Rinehart 


A story of murder, with interest focussed on a lonehanded heroine rather 
than on the crime as Tor Sigmund, accused of the murder of a neighbor, is arrested on 
circumstantial evidence. Doubted by her family, doubting her lawyer, she takes her ow? 
case, does a Portia in court, clears herself and then catches the criminal on her own 
initiative. Unethical on all counts, but readable if you're not fussy. $2.00 


NON-FICTION 
A DARK HORSE 


April 18 
Milton, George Fort THE USE OF PRESIDENTIAL POWER : 1789-1943 Little, Brown 
° Perhaps the most important and fascinating book of the spring. In view-~ 


point, singular and successfully objective, it can be read by advocates of both par- 
ties with equal enthusiasm. Milton has surveyed the whole pattern of the Presidency 
from the angle of the growth, change, decline of the egzecutive power. But he has cen- 
tered his attention on the eight Presidents who have made the greatest contribution, 
Washington, Jefferson, Jackson, Lincoln, Cleveland, Theodore Roosevelt, Wilson and 
Franklin Roosevelt. "Crisis make great presidents only when organic growth of charac- 
ter can occur in the particular man." He studies these men in their respective roles 
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roles as Chief of State, Chief of Government, Chief of Foreign Relations, Commander in 
Chief, Chief of Party, Molder of Public Opinion. Some of his findings are astounding, 
many revealing, some controversial. But the book .is unflagging in its interest, chal- 
lenging in its implications. "Change is the only sure constant in presidential power.. 
weak men will fumble...Strong men will continue to make great presidents.” $3.00 


Small Selection of Good Bets 


Two good background books in Mark Gayn'’s JOURNEY FROM THE EAST (Knopf) and Harlan Crip- 
pen's excellent symposium, GERMANY (Oxford). Good reading but an unpredictable market 
for Charles Michéelson's THE GHOST TALKS (Putnam); popular handling of a vital subject, 
THE WOUNDED GET BACK by A.Q. Matsel (Harcourt); and for the discriminating reader, de- 
light in store in Osbert Sitwell's LEFT HAND, RIGHT HAND (Little, Brown). See below. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Non-fiction 
March 20 
Zolotow, Maurice NEVER WHISTLE IN A DRESSING ROOM . Dutton 


Notorious and famous main stem characters and activities in these easy to 
absorb accounts of Broadway's many worlds. There's Broadway Rose and her peculiar 
form of panhandling; Lou Walters and his design for nightclubs; one night stands via 
bus with Bobby Byrnes and his band; Howard Cullman and his angel-ing of Broadway hits; 
Jack White who was loved in spite of his insults; Singin’ Sam and his refusal to earn 
more money; strong man Charles Atlas, gourmet Crosby Gaige, Conover and his photograph- 
er's models, talent scout Gale and what he has done in Harlem; ticket speculation, a 
USO roadshow, the writing of war songs, the hat check racket, fortune tellers, soap 
operas, and so on. Figures and facts not currently known to the general public, pre- 
sented in good journalese, with an eye to the individuality quotient. (SEP-Colliers- 


Look,etc.) . $2.75 
March 22 


Grant Kay IT'S 'ARD TO KEEP STRAIGHT IN THE NAVY Morrow 


Prescription as before:~ man and maids (and their ways), service ditties, 
wartime restrictions, forms and figures (government, military and female); Australian 
slang, vicissitudes of romance. This is a companion volume tolt's ‘Ard to Go Wrong 
tin the Cactus and of equal amusement for light verse, smooth rhythms. Naughty but 
nice, with a brand of naughtiness not too lurid for simple tastes. I1ll'd. by Anne 
Drew, $1.00 

April 7 


Johnston, Eric. AMERICA UNLIMITED Doubleday, Doran 


The President of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce transcribes here his hopes, 
aspirations and beliefs which - though not original - he claims are typical of those 
held by the majority of Americans. They represent, predictably, a conservative, status 
quo, dollars and cents point of view. How the problems of management and labor can be 
ebviated provided there is greater cooperation down (and up) the line; how abundance 
for all is possible under capitalism; how in the conflict between individualism versus 
statism, the former must be retained; how expansion in all fields will be realized; a 
projection of a “people's capitalism" - the society of tomorrow; the New Deal, criti-~ 
cized for methods, rather than objectives; the inequalities of the tax systems; good 
neighbor missions; and- in closing - freedom and opportunity for all. Just what cer- 
tain types of readers want to read - even though oversimplification and optimism ig- 


nore many realities of the world today. Cloth $2.50 ~ Paper $1.00 
Wis Wi lL? 
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Gayn, Mark JOURNEY FROM THE EAST pend ; 


The author of The Fight for the Pacific (Morrow~1941) has thoroughly re- 
capitulated a life in the Orient, a retrospective evaluation which has the feel of 
authoritative knowledge, intimate experience in countries lived in, wide participation 
in events chronicled, and a vital curiosity concerning the people about whom he writes. 
It makes an interesting contribution to current background material on the East. The 
author's father was an expert in lumber, who had pioneered in Eastern Manchuria, nat- 
tling bandits, tigers, the plague, who had conciliated marauding soldiers and war 
lords, who helped develop the country so like our own California in gold rush days. 
Gayn was born in Barim, early learned to love the Chinese, and set his aim on journal- 
ism as a career. From Harbin to One-faced Slope, Vladivostok and Shanghai, catching 
up on schooling, experiencing civil wars, the origins of Soviet education and living, 
playing a small part in the Chinese Socialist Revolution, watching Chiang Kai-shek 
fifth column his way to leadership. Then California and Pomona College, school for | 
journalism at Columbia, and back to Shanghai as Eastern correspondent for the Washing- | 
ton Post, where he worked for Japanese news agencies, and observed and exposed Japan 
on the march. He worked next for the China Press, under close Japanese surveillance... 
Filled with stories of leaders and the little men of the people; a chronicle of inci-~ 





dents of the past and current years. Not just a war book. $3.75 
Aprit 16 Thee (oO 
Sitwell, Sir osbert LEFT HAND, RIGHT HAND Little, Brown 





Charming memoirs with literary and aristocratic snob appeal ~-sure popular- 
ity with anglophiles particularly. There's distinctive character here, the leisurely 
pace has a charm of its own, the portraiture is glowing and three dimensional. There 
are digressions and diversions and a smoothly seductive style...A self-indulgent auto-— 
biography, examining the lines of the family tree and the early childhood of himself 
and his sister Edith, his brother Sacheverell, up to Victoria's death, end of an era, 
Here are characters that form the ancestral background of the Sitwells, their person- 
alities, fame, bents, and their homes; here is the heritage he traces in his own char- 
acter. There is a picture of old England, examplified by his forebears, the type of 
upbringing, the interrelation of parents and children, parents and staff. Specialized 
for literary market. | $3.00 

April 24 


Menke, Frank G, as told to DOWN THE STRETCH Smith & Durrell 


Are racing fans readers? This book will supply part of the answer - and 
also fill the vacancy left since publishing of sporting books as a specialty went by 
the board. Col. Matt J. Winn, at 82, looks back over years in horse racing, from his 
early innoculation in Louisville to his association with the American Turf Association 
and tracks the country over, in Mexico, in Havana...Here are legends of race horses, 
owners, trainers, jockeys, betting, 69 Derbies (Winn has seen them all); the history 
of Churchill Downs, Empire City, Juarez, Mexico City, Laurel, the Aqueduct, Jamaica, 
Lincoln Fields, Fairmount Park, Washington Park, Douglas Park, Lexington, Latonia. 
Winn discusses great horses, stretch battles, race track executives, turf lore, the 
development of pari-mutuel, sensational racing events, ofthe recent Derby, home attend- 


ed. A special book for interested customers. Ill'd. $3.50 
April ?? 
Fisher, Charles THE COLUMNISTS Howell, Soskin 


¢ 
Exposes, without malice, but with no fear and certainly no favor, - of 
the “unballasted individualism" of today as personified by the columnists who have 
the widest following of any writers of the day. Dorothy Thompson, "principal lady 
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welterweight of our current civilization", perpetually and rampantly indignant, be~ 
lieving strongly in Dorothy Thompson; the military experts, George Fielding Eliot, a 
natural-born bad guesser; Fletcher Pratt, who specializes in spreading gloom; Hanson 
Baldwin, who does the best job of any, cogent, correct; Lippmann, most successful 
when dealing with futures; Winchell, who melds peepshow and propaganda; Mark Sullivan, 
old line Republican; Raymond Clapper, the most balanced, unbiased politically of the 
lot; Pegler, whose preposterous and ubiquitous malignancy has endeared him to many; 
Pearson & Allen; the liberal Grafton; Ernie Pyle, who has no "think" value but a 

great simplicity and a large heart, etc. Enlightening and entertaining reading on 
figures in the public eye who themselves provide good copy. Direct hits, for the most 


part valid. A study in contemporary journalism, $2.50 
Late April 
Crippen, Harlan R. &d. GERMANY: A Self Portrait ox ford 


Germany, characterized and convicted by her own people, in an anthology 
of all types of writing (poems, essays, speeches, songs, documents, short stories, 
excerpts from plays and novels) which illustrates social and political life in Germany 
from 1870 to the present. Introductory notes about the contributors, and an interlock- 
ing continuity give the factual background behind the material. The period first cov- 
ered, The Iron Cross, spans the reign of the Kaiser, the infallible and inviolable 
despot, to and through the World War, the antimilitarism at the front, the unrest at 
home. Part II — The Reluctant Republic, covers the chancellorship of Ebert, the ter- 
rorism and revolutionary rifts, inflation and chaos of the post war years...to Strese- 
mann, the illusion of recovery, and after his death, depression and fear leading to 
Hitler and National Socialism. The Crooked Cross, final section, covers the Hitlerian 
years, the building of the war machine, the banning of books, the suppression of en- 
lightenment, concentration camp and barbarism avd the war — and the present shadow of 
defeat. Famous names among the contributors include the Manns, Toller, Zweig, Feucht- 
wanger, Thyssen, Eva Lips, Anna Seghers, Leo Laniz, etc. Valuable coverage ~- for ref- 


erence too. A fresh slant on a vital subject. spe 
| May 1 . 

Michelson, Charles THE GHOST TALKS Putnan 

° The ghost of Charlie Michelson comes to life in a revealing, personal and 


interesting story that makes the ex-publicity director of the Democratic Party a real 
and vital person. Most people will acknowledge his great contribution to the success 
of the last three presidential campaigns. This is more than a record of his political 
career, --- the story of the human problems that arose. He gives revealing sidelights 
on top menin the party:- Rascob, Farley, House and other party builders; behind the 
scene incidents, internal feuds, that should help unravel some of the recent political 
history...He discusses the early Brain Trusters and New Dealers; Raymond Moley he con- 
siders one of the most brilliant of them all; he goes into details of his falling out 
with Secretary Hull and the failure of the World Economic Conference in London. A 
human, personal story, from early days in Nevada, newspaper life on the Pacific Coast, 
Hearst, the old World, and his rise to power as the most vociferous and influential po- 
litical publicity man in history. The interest in this book should not be confined to 
democrats. “Charlie the Mike" has retired from the front line of politics; this is no 
nostalgic looking back, nor is it a cynical "now it can be told”. He sees things in 
perspective, and tells the truth as he sees it, even to criticizing those at the top. 


A real contribution to political history. $3.00 
May 23 6/20 
White, Wendell PSYCHOLOGY IN LIVING Macmillan 


Again a book on applied psychology, simplified rather than popularized, 
and using literary reference and example rather than casework. The first part covers 
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methods of dealing with people and situations, by an indirect presentation of ideas, 
and ~ if direct - a properly couched approach; overcoming objections to ideas, methods 
of winning approbation and respect, proper expression and effects. The second part 
outlines various aspects of mental health, problems and maladjustments, escapes and 
gratifications, rationalizations and oompensations. And lastly the fundamentals of a 
well-integrated life, proper goals, good living and working conditions, interesting 
recreational experiences and social contacts, freedom, love and security. Nothing new h 
here; some of it overlaps his own earlier books, The Psychology of Dealing with People, 
and The Psychology of Making Life Interesting, He handles familiar problems seriously 


and with cleancut definition $2.50 





A 
Ashley, Clifford WwW. THE ASHLEY BOOK OF KNOTS Doubleday, Doran 


Strange as it seems to the lan@lubber, there is a bottomless market for 
books on knots. And Clifford Ashley is probably the world authority on the subject, so 
this should be ~ for experts ~- the definitive book. He gives an interesting explana+ 
tion of the revival of interest in knots; on land and sea ~ which is that the radio 
supplies entertainment while leaving hands free for other:occupation. No other handi- 
craft has approached it in popularity. He traces its history from primitive times, 
through the period when it became a folk art in the early 19th century, up to the re- 
vival of interest today. He touches on his own years of sea faring; on how knots be- 
came his hobby, collecting types for 40 years, in this encyclopedia of knots, he breaks 
down the types into such basic classifications as occupational knots, knob knots, bends 
hitches, lashings, coverings, fancy knots, splicing, sinnets, marlingspike seamanship, 
etc. He defines terminology, discusses equipment, preparation and application. And he 
covers ~ with how-to-do drawings - some 3900 knots. Ashley is well known as a marine 


artist, and has made his own pictures. $7.50 








May 10 
Mezerik, A.G. THE CARE AND REPAIR OF BUILDINGS AND EQUIPMENT Harper 


This is a manual on how to make things last, not specifically for the 
housewife, though many of the points are applicable to the home, but for plants, of- 
fices, hotels, restaurants, and so on. Cleaning — the electrical system - gas and el- 
ectric equipment - business equipment — plumbing — heating plants - materials - furn- 
ishings - maintenance of lighting, floors, interior repairs, windows, doors, - labor 
savers ~ storage - rationing of supplies and replacements ~ insect control - tools - . 
safety equipment -— automobiles, etc. The schedule for this vital aspect of efficiency 
of operation is discussed in detail and an outline plan indicated. There hints of 
the paradise of the future - and a few hints on food preparation (which seemed to me 


outside the channel of this book). Should be a valuable reference tool. $3.00 
May 12 ti 
Fraenkel, Osmond kK. OUR CIVIL LIBERTIES Viking 


A comprehensive, up-to-date and expert study of the principles involved in 
freedom of expression, assembly, religion, suffrage; of legal protective measures, 
habeas corpus, trial by jury, the right to strike and to refuse military service; of 
the steps by which our growth and changing economic and social scene were taken into 
consideration through amendments to the Constitution. The author is a lawyer who has 
devoted much of his career to a public-spirited and able championship of civil rights. 
His approach is thoroughly liberal, though never radical, but unfortunately, though he 
is never legalistic, his presentation is too academic for the lay public for which the 
book is designed. He seems studiously to have avoided the more intimate and dramatic _ 
presentation the topic demands. $3.00 
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Ley, Willy ROCKETS : *A-Pretude—to_Space—Praret 4 7 Y gi Viking 


R= 


The great extravagance of imaginary flights, the great curiosity, the great 
conjecture of astronomical research is here biographized by Willy Ley, who has devoted 
much of his life to rockets, past, present and future. They are certainly "in the news" 
today. In this book he explores the theory of space travel, what has been done, what 
the future holds - for, says he, "space ships will exist". The beginnings of astronomy 
and early conceptions of other planets, literary sky exploration of the 19th century 
(Jules Verne), the first rockets and the application of rocket power to vehicles (bal- 
loons, rocket airships, dirigibles); 20th century ideas and conflicts and inventions 
and projects; the VFR, a German rocket-fancier society to which Ley belonged and which 
served as a proving ground; the new goal of a meteorological rocket which may prove 
to be the rocket to the moon; spaceships, and the question of a human pilot, stations 
or terminals in space. Full record of the theories and such of the applications as 
are allowed to be known to dates the mathematical and physical factors involved. Writ-— 
ten with occasional sparks of humor. Admittedly impractical - but what's a heaven for? 


$3. 
<a 


May S il 
Maisel, Albert Q. THE WOUNDED GET BACK Harcourt, Brace 
. A successor to Miracles of Military Medicine (Duell, Sloan), based on the 


months spent by Maisel in the Pacific aboard hospital ships, visiting spot and base 
hospitals, and seeing what a spectacularly successful job the Navy is doing with cas- 
ualties of all types. The unique equipment and staffs of the hospital ships Relief 

and Solace, and strange cases they have treated; the very modern Auckland Naval Hos- 
pital, and - in contrast - Joel White's self-organized, sprawling jungle hospital which 
in nine months cared for 13,000 wounded; the SCAT operations - marine planes for quicy 
evacuation of wounded from battle zones; the Russell Island health farm, and a typicas 
doctor's day there; medicine as practised on combat ships, the superb malaria control 
job, and the modern methods with which Navy doctors are handling fractures, burns, ; 
psycho-neurotics, smputations, etc. Of the moment, and up to the minute, medical report // 
ing - all in all reassuring as well as interesting for the home front. $3. 0C 


Johnson, Thomas H. Fd. RETURN TO FREEDOM Putnan 


Announcing the publication in book form of eleven lectures given during 
the years 1942, '43 and '44 at Lawrenceville School, lectures given by leaders cover— 
ing a wide range of problems that today's youth will face in tomorrow's world. This 
interesting experiment has attracted the attention of educators, and the publication of 
these lectures will be of interest not only to them but to boys of other schools. The 
vital part youth must play was discussed from the angle of the historian, the psychol- 
ogist, the public servant, the lawyer, the theologian, the civic leader, and the critics 
of manners and civilization. $2.00 


Bundesen, Dr. Herman THE BABY MANUAL b /) Simon & Schuster 


Here is a book geared to the understanding of the unenlightened layman, con- 
cretely, conservatively, cautiously covering the specific minutiae of baby care, infor- 
mation too oftdn assumed but usually needed - and not available ~ when the young moth~— 
er faces the immediate situation. Dr. Bundesen wrote a brief book on babies which was 
privately published and distributed to more than 8 million people through insurance 
companies, etc. As consultant for the Journal-American, he already has a wide audience, 
Medically he seems sound although not too specific on variables; psychologically he 
seems somewhat unenlightened and inelastic by modern standards. But his text is move 
inclusive than any other book we happan to have seen in the field. He covers pregnancy, 
eauipment, feeding, bathing, clothing, sleep, sun and air,ailments, both chreric and 
sporadic, growth and training, bad habits, prematures, etc. He gives a month ty month 
record of progress. Standard type of book, like Bartlett and Holt, but with wider cov- 
erage on routine topics...If observation is a criterion, the market today seems infin- 
ite. (Originally reported for Fall.) $2.75 
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Jaffe, Bernard , MEN OF SCIENCE IN AMERICA Simon & Schuster 


This will revise many of your ideas of famous discoveries ~ and gives a 
human and inclusive introduction to American science, semi-popular in handling. Jaffe 
has selected a score of men by certain criteria, their contributions judged as pioneer 
research, their awareness of the social scene in which they lived, their importance in 
the field, their emphasis on pure science rather than applied, their contribution to 
the growth of science in the U.S. as it modified our history and affected our social 
structure. Precursors in the field, allied discoveries and the period setting point up the 
biographies of the men he has chosen: Harriot, who surveyed the New World for Raleigh; 
Franklin, and the nature of electricity; Thompson and heat; Cooper, chemist and reform- 
er; Rafinesque, botanist; Thomas Say, entomologist; Morton and Long with anesthesia; 
Joseph Henry and the first successful teiegraphic system; Matthew Maury, maritime 
scientist; Agassiz, naturalist and educator; Dana, geolcgist; Gibbs, mathematical phy~ 
sicist; Langley, pioneer in aeronautics; Michelson and the velocity of light; Morgan 
and the theory of the gene; Evans and others with glands, hormones, vitamins; Hubole, 
astronomer; Lawrence and the atom and electron. Interesting introduction to general 
science. $3.50 


Ballou, Robert 0.—fd. The Portable Library WORLD BIBLE |)\t\/* Viking 


It seems impossible that ~ in the compass of 640 pages — and with readable 
type and gcod layout - Robert Ballou has been able to concentrate the distilled es-— 
sence of his Bible of the World. But he has done it. He omits stories, history and 
ceremonial detail, keeping only that pertinent to the essence of religion. A narrative 
introduction gives the social background out of which each of the great religions of 
the world has sprung. He has written an interesting introduction to this edition, point 
ing out that in finding fundamental likes in world religions, internationalism and gcod 
fellowship can be approached basically. The extracts which make up the body of the 
book are drawn from the classic writings of Buddhism, Mohammedanism, Hinduism, Zorcas-— 
trianism, Confucianism, Taoism, Judaism and Christianity...These compact volumes in 
The Portable Library should help make the public realize the achievement of pubi-shers 
in bringing books within the wartime regulations, and yet keeping them attractive an 
legible. $2.50 


Late Arrivals - Practically Published 


Talbot, Constance YOUR FAMILY WARDROBE Arco 


There is a tremendous amount of valuable information in this book - infor- 
mation which may be ABC to oldtime housekeepers and managers of the family budget and 
wardrobe; but to many modern women, the war has brought them up sharply against the 
realization that they really don't know the whys and hows and wherefores of proper 
maintenance. This starts with wise buying, gauging of values, selection and care of 
accessories, ~ jewelry, shoes, hats, ete. Then there are instructions about such homely 
things as washing and ironing, care of fabrics, restyling, care of household textiles, 
cleaning, mending, etc., etc. In format the book looks as though it were made up from 
department store training schedules; the layout and illustrations and design leavé 
much to be desired. But overlooking this ~ the content is sound, and lots of simple 
problems are approached sanely and the solution offered with no apologies for its im- 
plicity. The author has compiled her material from experience in community rallies on 
women's household problems ~ and the approach is definitely practical and realistic. 
Her previous book, The Complete Book of Sewing sold over 300,000 copies. This too is 
gocd merchandise. Check lists ~ charts ~ diagrams - etc. $2.75 
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Sprackling, Helen couRTESY: A Book of Modern Manners Barrows 


New standards and conditions need a new approach, a new awareness. But 
courtesy, in any age, is basically a problem of behavior in contact with people. This 
differs from the average etiquette book in taking into consideration many of the fac— 
tors of modern life that tend to break down old rules, - telephone, radio, cars, etc. 
Mrs. Sprackling does no preaching. She accepts changing modes ~ particularly some of 
the short cuts of war exigencies. But her book meets these needs, and provides a com- 
monsense, middle of the road course, for modern manners, at home and away from home. 
The usual topics are discussed; present day good form is indicated: - introductions, 
conversation, voice, table manners and etiquette, teen age attitudes, behavior in res-— 
taurants, public conveyances, theater, etc., visiting, writing, accepting and regret-— 
ting invitations, and so on. She makes a good deal of the revival of the art of let- 
ter writing, and stresses its importance. She gives some excellent charts and diagrams. 
such as the one on how to address various people, whether in speaking to them, in ad- 
dressing envelopes, in the salutation in letters, in introducing them. There were some 
subjects slighted, I felt. For instance, tipping was inadequately treated. But on the 
whole, it is an excellent book. $2.50 


Terhune, Florence B. DECORATING FOR YOU Barrows 


Here's a good basic book for the homebuilder (amateur) who cannot have a 
whole library on matters of interior decoration. What to do — why - and how - tech- 
niques — background (briefly dramatized by then and now sketches) - and constant stress 
on the importance of making a plan and following through. Periods of decoration, with 
today's application; how to approach the personal problem of budget, family needs, po- 
sessions already in hand how to visualize ahead where furniture should go. The sec-— 
tions on color seem to me more technical than the average market for a general book 
of this kind can take, but perhaps I am wrong. The information on color is particularly 
good, and should stimulate study as well as interest. Fabrics ~ walls ~ floors - cur- 
tains - slip covers ~ lamps — accessories - the needs of different sorts of rooms - 
the care and upkeep of your furnishings and equipment. There's a brief glimpse into — 
the future; a series of tests to give yourself which make the book of educational v..- 
ue; bibliographies connected with each section of the tests; a glossary of terms - 
and an index. Fully illustrated with photographs and quite charming and suggestive 
sketches, by Jessie Robinson. $3.75 


Whipple, Dorothy V. OUR AMERICAN BABIES Barrows 


This follows the Gesell, Aldrich pattern (though does not itself probe the 
psychological factors) and - with a sound and nice point of view, offers level-low-cos) 
advice on having and bringing up a baby. Clothes and equipment, feeding, sleep, bath- 
ing, play, daily routine, and a closing section on illness and disease (before the doc. 
tor comes - and after) — all in all a good overall for the young mother. Occassionally 
one feels that Dr. Whipple is talking down. The book is definitely slanted for a popu- 
lar and not too well-informed market. $2.50 


Prewett, Virginia THE AMERICAS AND TOMORROW Dutton 


A background book, which presents without bias and with concrete evidence, 
the story of U.S.-Latin American policy which is not a simple story, or a pretty one, 
but important for now and the future. How, until 1933, the U.S. tried to reap safety, 
moral virtue, and above all riches out of our dealings (exploitation?) with Latin 
America via the Big Stick and Dollar Diplomacy. How after the first war, the depres-— 
sion, revolutions and counter-revolutions forced a change in policy, and with Rocse- 
velt's Good Neighbor speech, in 1933, an equality status was declared. Trade treatics. 
cultural cooperation, travel, propaganda, all created the solidarity voluntarily given 
with Latin America's participation in the war against the Axis. And cooperation must 


be maintained, as Latin America is our zone of security for the future. Level, lucid. 
$3.00 
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Westrate, Edwin V. FORWARD OBSERVER Dutton 


Another of these books of first hand, front line material in which Dutton 
is specializing, a text which combines tight vernacular, personal touches, with some 
concentrated incidents of the arena of war. This time it's a forward observer detail 
of the artillery who form a roving observation post of four men for the troops behind, 
and constitute one of the most dangerous jobs of the war. And it is particularly the 
story of Lt. Kennard, head of the detail, and Rick Hallon, old friend and commanding 
officer, on the Tunisian front at the tide-turning of Rommel's forces. Heavy hazards, 
continued casualties, culminate in a last stand by Rick, who takes over Kennard's post, 
and - as Kennard's superior - orders artillery fire on his own position - and his own . 
death - to stop a tank drive. Kennard is wounded, captured by the Nazis, escapes off 
a bombed prisoner ship, and is hospitalized in Algiers where he marries the Wac he and 
Rick had both loved... Some of the glamor here of alta Story — fact slightly fiction- 


flavored. (3/13) $2.50 


~~ RY 


PELL ELT, TE II TI LE 
: Bae 


Blythe, Walter Edward & WHAT DOG IS THAT? Greenberg 
Kane, Joseph Nathan 


Recognition handbook for breeds of dogs, grouped according to American 
Fennel Club classifications:-Sporting Dogs, Working Dogs, Terriers, Toy Dogs, Non- 
sporting dogs, etc. A nice sketch of a head ofeach dog, and factual material accompany- 
ing each portrait. Breed standards of height and weight given where required by AKC, 
otherwise omitted, and the descriptive paragraph includes traits as well as color, his- 


tory, physical characteristics. Nice picture-guide book for amateur canine fanciers. 
$1.00 


U.S. COAST GUARD PICTORIAL AND SERVICE LOG Hastings House 


Laymen and civilians with friends and members of the family in the Coast 
Guard will love this photographic record of the history, traditions, responsibilities, 
branches, etc., of the Coast Guard. But somehow I cannot quite visualize any of the 
young men I see in Coast Guard uniform keeping records ~ a sort of "memory book” —- a 
log for personal data - and memoranda of his days in the service. And yet that is the 
purpose designated by the publishers. The photographs are superb; the text is interest— 
ing and informative - though more adventureus accounts of Coast Guard exploits are to 
he found. 72 pages. (3/10) $1.00 


Cleland, Robert C, FROM WILDERNESS TO EMPIRE: A History of California 1542-1900 Knoof 














No state has had a more dramatic, romantic and colorful history than Cali?f- 
ornia. Robert Cleland, of Occidental Collede, Los Angeles, has undertaken to tell tixt 
svory, and this first volume encompasses the many faceted years of its building. Fi" 
toe explorers, - Spanish, British, conquistadores, missionary-—explorers, establishing 
outposts, then restlessly moving on. Next the establishment of missions - the begin- 
ning of desert conquest, the impact of "foreigners", French, British, Russian; the fur 
trade; the mountain men opening the way for the acquisitive Americans, pioneer immi-+ 
grants, filibusters. Finally, conquest - unrest —- and gold; the fantastic and unequal 
mushvoom growth, frenzied speculation, fantastic wealth and depression. And a new wen-- 
tury opening new vistas. A good job, well paced, in the telling. Illustrated with 1<- 
productions of old prints, maps, ete. (3/13) $4.00 


Biddle, Francis DEMOCRATIC THINKING AND THE WAR © Scribner 





Two lectures, given at the University of Virginia by the Attorney General 
of the US. Delivered some 18 months back, their message. is still needed. The definition 
of our democratic purposes and some of the difficulties to be overcome in our thinking. 
The analysis of what he calls our "middle period of irritation and criticism", culrnin- 
ating in the war between the legiSlative and executive branches, attacks on bureaucracy, 
initiation of Congressional investigations, etc. should - he indicates ~ be yielding 
to an appreciation on both sides of the necessity of cooperative planning, "foregoing 
recriminations that sap our strength amd consume our time". Let's hope that time is 
socom. 55 pages. (Pub) $1.25 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Doubleday, Doran 
Veinus, As + THE CONCERTO - from 3/10 to 3/24 


Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
Sherrod, R. -— TARAWA ~ definite date 3/8 


Harper 
Finn, Father W.J. — THE CONDUCTOR RAISES HIS BATON - from 4/19 to 5/10 
Hoagland, K. — FIDDLER IN THE SKY ~- Price from $2.75 to $2.50 
Sparks, Dorothy - NOTHING AS BEFORE ~ Frice from $2.75 to $2.50 


Henry Holt 
Bayliss, M.R. ~- BOLINVAR - postponed indefinitely 


Reynal & Hitchcock 
Eliot, George Fielding - HOUR OF TRIUMPH — from 3/13 to 3/20 


Viking 
Philbrook, E. — FAR FROM MARLEBOROUGH STREET (J) - definite date 4/14 
Zweig, Stefan:- THE ROYAL GAME - definite date 4/14 
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JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT: No. 3 | 
BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 6-9 


Bennett, Dorothy THE GOLDEN ALMANAC Simon & Schuster 


* A dream almanac, this, with stories and verses and old wives’ tales, ma- 
terial old and new, original (written for the almanac by Dorothy Bennett) and select-— 
ed from other sources. A lush book, pictures by Masha, 96 illustrations in all, and 
40 of them in full color - gay, humorous, fanciful, and yet accurate enough in detail 
to satisfy the child who wants his pictures to fit his story. Every month in the year 
presented from various angles, so that - tucked into the entertainment - there is good 
sound information.....But the reason for presenting this book, here and now, is to in- 
troduce the new Giant Golden Books, answer to the merchandiser’s prayer - after the war- 
and now just a bit more than a gleam in the eye, for the publishers plan to issue just 
this one, probably in April, as a taste of what will come in the Fall. They will have 
to cut orders to the bone, but everyone who has established a market for the small Gol- 
den Books will have a reasonably fair percentage of his order, the exigencies and ec~- 
centricities of manufacturing books in wartime permitting.....There are four more plan- 
ned (I saw the dummies and could tell you lots about them) for Fall. Georges Duplaix is 
supervising the production - and they'll be tops for value, dollar for dollar. (April) 


FIRST STEPS IN READING - Story Books oe 


Hogan, Inez _ NAPPY PLANTED A GARDEN ceo Dutton 











Nappy yearned to be a soldier with a fox hole and a gun. His sister - just 
enough older-persuaded him to be a Soldier of thesoil; to dig @ garden instead of a fox 
hole; and to use a spray gun on the enemies (including Japanese beetles). There is no 
attempt to make this a primer garden book, but Inez Hogan has simplified, down to the 
level of second grade readers, enough about what happens in a garden to make this a 
useful first book. Nappy was the small boy who got himself a dog last season (Nappy 
Wanted a Dog). paper and board covers - lots of pictures throughout. (3/1) $1.00 


Rohmer, Albert E. IRON HORSE | Whitman 


Ivan was a train. Ivan was proud of his shining iron and brass, of his 
headlight and his wonderful clanging bell. He loved Mr. Mike and Mr. Slim, the engin- 
eer and fireman who took care of him.. Beginning readers will delight in his many ad-— 
ventures, ~ the cow who got on his track; Norman, the newsboy, who rode in his cars 
everyday; the zebra who broke away from the circus. Good reading aloud for pre-school. 
Illustrated by the author. (5/15) $1.25 


STORY BOOKS FOR THE 9 ~- 12's 


Kristoffersen, Eva A BEE IN HER BONNET Crowell 


Contemporary American farm life background for a nice story of 12-year-old 
Mary Carol Magee's experiences on a farm in Nebraska. She hadn't wanted to leave her 
adored six-foot brother David behind in Detroit, but once out on the farm her father 
had inherited she learns to love and care for all the farm animals, she rides a pony 
of her own, she raises bees and “ceckleberries" (eggs), and she learns of the customs 


“ ug 





















- 








ee Sia iain aaa as 
@ 


189 


March 1, 1944 Juvenile Books ~ 

and legends of the Swedish homelands of the people around her. Girls will thoroughly 
enjoy this “might~be-true" story. Helen Sewell pictures. (April) $2.00 
Meadowcroft4 Enid LeMonte SILVER FOR GENERAL WASHINGTON Crowell 
* A good plot, nicely paced, and a dramatic picture of Washington and his 


starving, shoeless army. Gilbert Emmet and his sister Jenifer grew up in Philadelphia 
while the 13 colonies were fighting for survival. Before leaving on a secret mission 
for General Washington, their father closed his comfortable home, buried the silver in 
the cellar, and sent his motherless children to visit an aunt in Valley Forge. During 
the memorable winter of 1777-78, the children saw something of the sickness, the dirt 
and misery that beset the Continental Army, while the British roistered in the City of 
Brotherly Love, and the American Congress dawdled. JI1l'd by Sandra James. (547)$2.00 


FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS~ Fiction Ib 
Havighurst, Walter & Marion HIGH PRAIRIE Farrar & Rinehart 


Frontier tale of Minnesota and the Dakotas, in a story of two Norwegians, 
Peder and Karen, who listened to the golden voice of Hans Mattson in their market 
square as he described the salubrious climate, the fertile soil, the plowland and pas-— 
ture that lay waiting them in the spacious heart of the new world. So they left their 
mountain homestead, crossed the turbulent Atlantic, joined the long procession travel- 
ling westward to find their place in the building of America. They pitched their can- 
opied wagon home first in Minnesota, but when passenger pigeons ruined their crops, 


they moved on to the Dakotas and took up homestead rights. Norwegian customs were 


transplanted tc heat-laden summer days and frozen silences of prairie winters. A 
background rich in color, a story handled with considerable skill. Illustrated by 
Gertrude Howe. (5/25) , $2.00 


Bailey, Bernadine - (HE YOUNGEST WAC OVERSEAS Messner 


Perhaps this belongs in the 15 and up class - but frankly it seems to us 
such a flimsy story, such poor characterization, that only the early teens would find 
any appeal in it.....Terry Thompson is a Second Lieutenant in the Wacs. She is blond, 
blue-eyed and beautiful, so makes a success of recruiting, since every girl sees her- 
self in Terry, and only finds out the difference when she is knee deep in khaki. Then 
Terry goes overseas, is stationed in London and meets Cecil Drake, British Intelli- 
gence, during an air raid. Their romance progresses fast in war-time London, and they 
plan a fututre together, when he takes her to visit his family in Salisbury...Possibly 
the parade of uniforms through the pages will insure an audience. I1ll'd. by Connie 


Moran. (4/9?) $2.00 
Lathrop, West NORTHERN TRAIL ADVENTURE Random House 
* Well-written adventure story against an always fascinating background of 


the Canadian northwest...John and Paul Buckley had felt the lure of the Arctic and 
built a camp on a northern trail and started herding reindeer. They trained Eskimos 
for the work and started them on their own herds. Then John died, and Paul decided 

to abandon the north which seemed to him too lonely without his brother. But he count- 
ed without John's son, who - when he heard of his uncle's decision, ran away from 
school in the States, and started north, to persuade his uncle to let him take his fa- 
ther's place. This is the story of that hazardous trip, of his capture by the infam— 
ous half-breed Michaud brothers, his encounter with Zack Denny, Canadian Mountie, and 
their trip through the "Lost Lands". Exciting - thrilling - throughout, fine charac 
terisations and excellent descriptions of the northern ranges and the frozen turdras,. 


$2.00 
sick ae FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS - Non-fiction 


cothren, Marion B. PIGEON HEROES: Birds of War & Messengers of Peace Coward McCann 


Cempanion volume, this, to a book which I loved when it appeared, Cher Ami, 
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the true story of the famous homing pigeon of Lost Battalion fame. In Pigeon Heroes 
she tells less in detail of the training of the pigeons for their vital work at the 
front (military censorship, no doubt), but gives a fast paced overall picture of the 
type of work done in saving life, carrying messages, etc. by these marvelous birds, 
not only in this war, but in many of the wars back through history. And in times of 
peace, too, when homers are used by newspapers, in times of emergency when power lines 
are down, on back to the bringing of word to the Greek cities of the Olympic games! 
Individual pigeon hero stories have a quality quite their own for anyone who is inter- 
ested in the subject. Illustrated with photographs. (4/10) $2.00 
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Waldeck, Theodore TREKS ACROSS THE VELDT Viking 


Remember On Safari and Lions on the Hunt? This time Theodore Waldeck tells 
of the adventures of three men who go to Africa to trap animals - and "bring them back 
alive" for zoos, menageries, scientific experiment. These are stories of their adven- 
tures in capturing leopards, lions, rhinoceros, gorillas and elephants. They find 
Africa a land of antiquity and primeval life, a land of blazing days and star-flecked if 
nights, a land with surviving hazy beginnings of a race. Difficult material, well— f-\ 
handled. Illustrated by Ivan Sanderscn. (Good "read aloud” material for 9~12's)(4/T4aT <-/12 

$2.50 


| 
FIFTEEN AND UP - Fiction : 





Huff, Darrell PICTURES BY PETE Dodd, Mead 


Seventeen — with enlistment in the Signal Corps immediately ahead, Pete 
Kendrick of DesMoines decides to get some practical experience as a photographer, to 
top off his high school magazine work. This is the story of a year in a Chicago stud- 
io, a good yarn, and a practical career book in commercial photography, with enough 
romance and eneugh adventure to carry the factual content. Girls will like it as well 
as boys + particularly camera fans, It winds up with the capture of a Nazi spy. (3/14) 


2.00 
FIFTEEN AND UP - Non-fiction $ 





Eberle, Irmengarde NURSE! Crowell 


Interesting material badly presented in a group of short stories that 
trace the history of nursing down from the Egyptians to the present day, prefaced with 
a chapter listing the many opportunities opened to trained, registered nurses. As in- 
dicated here, there are all the glories of service to one's fellow man, with none of 
the hardships involved. I know of nothing else that covers this field for teen age 
vocational shelves. Too bad it isn't better done, with less sugar coating, and more 
direct approach, unfictionized. (Aprill) $2.00 


Overmyer, Grace FAMOUS AMERICAN COMPOSERS Crowell 





Thirteen short biographies of American composers ranging from Franeis Hop- 
kinson and Lowell Mason of the Revolutionary era, to George Gershwin and Aaron Copland 
of today. Simply written, but well-done, these should appeal to music students inthe , 
teems and on up to adults, Call attention of your music teachers to this. Ill'd. (44857: 
Yume v7 $2.00 ~ 


i 


Daly, Maureen SMARTER AND SMOOTHER Dodd, Mead 


* Very successful, this etiquette book for the “coke crowd". Written in 

breezy, slangy style, the author gets across good stuff on a variety of subjects from 

"What makes one guy the super-man of the study hall, and another the droop-of-—the- 

troop", to "Smooth Dates" and "Petting". Parents should be thankful to Maureen Daly, 

for she gives all the advice and council that teen agers think is sermonizing from . 
parents, but that they'll lap up in this form. (8/20) $2.00 
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Downes, Edward ADVENTURES IN SYMPHONIC MUSIC Farrar & Rinehart 


Edward Downes was inspired to write this after attending the great Salzburg 
Festival, when Beethoven's Egmont was substituted for Reinhardt’s banned production of 
Faust. This was conquered Austria's way of telling an unwanted conqueror what she 
thought of him. Downes goes into the part music plays in politics, the dance, nature, 
love and the composer himself. At times it seems too highbrow for teen age readers, 
but it has gone over well on Columbia's Symphonic Hour, where used. Much of it is new 
however, and it should be a fine addition to music library shelves. (5/25) $2.50 


ADULT BOOKS FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS 
Non-fiction 
Jordanoff, Assen POWER AND FLIGHT Harper 


Companion volume to Man Behind the Flight, this is technical, but handled 
so that the layman interested in the fundamental principles of engines will find it 
comprehensible. The modern power plant - types of engines - their place in the plane- 
their relation to the fuel system, propeller, etc. Histérical background of engines, 
basic facts about pover, as foundation for the main part of the book - the power plant 
of the airplane, the fuel system, engine itself, lubrication system, cooling system, 
accessories, parts of the engine, basis of judging performance. He then goes on into 
overhaul, disassembly, data for learning procedure, cleaning, inspection, sub-assembly, 
final assembly, and testing. Each step is illustrated photographically, making a to~ 
tal of 460 photographs. (Published) $3.50 


BOOKS FOR USE BY TEACHERS AND PARENTS 


Duff, Annis "BEQUEST OF WINGS" :~ A Family's Pleasures with Books Viking 


* Reported originally on P. 436, when scheduled for Fall:- “Here's a family 
after my own heart, they read aloud for fun, and have from the time the eldest child 
was a year and a half old. This is a survey of the findings through the years, the 
study of the child and the child's interests, the place of pictures and music and na- 
tuve and humor and food in a reading pattern. The use of reference books. Book discus-— 
Sion on all levels. Excellent but all too brief book lists at chapter ends. A conta— 
giously enthusiastic sharing of the challenge of books in the family's growth. “There 


is a comprehensive checklist, bibliography, sources for records, paintings, etc.(4/1@) ¥-/0 
$2.00 “ 


Barnett, David LIVING WITH MUSIC George W. Stewart 


The value of this material would be greater if its author could have shared 
his experiences as a teacher without making it read like a. blurb for the school in 
Connecticut where he teaches. After all, his beliefs - and his procedure - are shared 
by many teachers the country over. He is a musician with strong and voluble feeling 
about his art, its place in the post-war world. He believes that every child has in- 
nate musical talent and should be taught through primary and secondary school to sing, 
compose, and play an instrument, just as he is taught languages and mathematics. He 
shows how the community is drawn into life, through the medium of an enriched and vi- 
tal musical program. This book should prove a stimulus to parents Who are struggling 
to make youngsters practice, and to teachers who see the importance of music in the 


school curriculum, but need to be pushed into putting theory into practice. (March) 
$1.50 
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A CALENDAR OF BOOKS FOR APRIL 


Lindbergh, Anne M. 


Baum, Vicki 


Ogilvie, Elisabeth 


Hunt, Howard 
Gardner, Mac 
Bulosan, Carlos 
Clare 


Jaynes, 


(S) 


(S) 


Maugham, W. Somerset (S) 


Adams, Samuel H. 
Morton, Jane 


Mally, E. Louise 


(Ss) 


FICTION 
CONTEMPORARY 


THE STEEP ASCENT (Harcourt Brace) 
HOTEL BERLIN '43 (Doubleday, Doran) 
HIGH TIDE AT NOON (Crowell) 

LIMIT OF DARKNESS (Random House) 

MOM COUNTED SIX (Harper) 

THE LAUGHTER OF MY FATHER (Harcourt) 
THESE ARE THE TIMES (Random House) 
THE RAZOR'S EDGE (Doubleday, Doran) 
CANAL TOWN (Random House) 

BLACKBIRDS ON THE LAWN (Coward McCann) 


HISTORICAL, REGIONAL AND PERIOD 


{(S) 


Gaither, Frances 


Best, Herbert 


(S) 


Allis, Marguerite 
Govan, Christine N. 


Sage, Dana 


Dean, Elizabeth 
Cohen, Octavus Roy 


(S) 


(S) 


Dannett & Bennett 


NO 
THE WAR 


Dyess, Lt. Col. Wm. E. 


Gayn, Mark 


—~hpritt-84- Miller, Max 
Hough, Donald 
Busch, Noel 
Crippen, Harlan R.-Ed, 


‘ach. » a 


Brees 


Duranty, Walter 


(S) 


Kaye-Smith & Stern 
Josephson, Matthew 
Sitwell, Sir Osbert 


Grew, Joseph C. 
Graham, Frank 


DeVoto, Bernard 


(S) 


Milton, George Fort 


“its ORY AND ByOGRAPaY “7 Fg o[* 3) 


THE MOCKING BIRD IS SINGING (Holt) 
THE RED COCK CROWS (Macmillan) 
YOUNG ‘UN (Maemillan) 

ALL IN GOOD TIME ( Putnam) 
JENNIFER'S HOUSE (Houghton Mifflin) 


THRILLERS 


THE MOON WAS RED (Simon & Schuster) 
MURDER A MILE HIGH (Doubleday, Doran) 
ROMANCE IN THE FIRST DEGREE (Macmillan) 
DEFY THE TEMPEST (Messner) 


N-FICTION 
~ BACKGROUND AND ACTION 


THE DYESS STORY (Putnam) 

JOURNEY FROM THE EAST (Knopf) 
DAYBREAK FOR OUR CARRIER (Whittlesey) 
CAPTAIN RETREAD (Norton) 

MY UNCONSIDERED JUDGMENT (Houghton) 
GERMANY gps coal 


U.S.S.Rs esawit 

SPEAKING OF JANE AUSTEN (Harper) 
EMPIRE OF THE AIR (Harcourt Brace) 
LEFT HAND, RIGHT HAND (Little, Brown) 
TEN YEARS IN JAPAN (Simon & Schuster) 
MCGRAW OF THE GIANTS (Putnam) 


MISCELLANEOUS 


THE LITERARY FALLACY (Little, Brown) 
THE USE OF PRESIDENTIAL POWER (Little, 
Brown) 


2.00 
3.75 
2.50 
2.75 
2.75 
3.75 
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3.00 
3.50 
3.00 
3.00 
3.50 
2.75 


2.50 


3.00 


101 
79 
48 
80 
78 

103 
82 
77 
82 

104 


79 
80 
122 
49 
84 


125 
107 
126 
107 


128 
110 
131 
129 

92 
111 
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127 
128 
57 
110 
52 
130 


108 




















